1LY

Cuarren 2

TeErMs, ConcEPTS AND THEIR USE IN SocioLocy

INTRODUCTION

The previons chapler introduced us (o
an ldea both aboul soclety as well as
soctology. We saw thal a central lask of
soctology 1s o explore the Inlerplay of
society and the tndividusl We also saw
thit individuals do not Nleat freely in
socfely bul are part of coliective bodies
like the family. iribe, caste, class, clan,
nation. In this chapter, we move further
o understand the kinds of groups
individuals form. the kinds of unegual
orders. strattllcation systems withitn
which. Individuals and groups are
placed. e way soclal control operaices,
Lhe roles that iIndividuals have and play,
and the status Ihey occupy.

In other words we slarl explorng
how soclely 1sclf funcUons, s 1L
harmantous or conflicl ndden? Are
status anid moles fived? How 18 soctal
control exercised? What kinds of
Ineguealtes extst? The question however
remains as (o why do we need spectfic

lerms and coneepls (punderstand this.
Why does soctology need o have a
special selof lerms when we use Lermis
Itke status and roles or soctal control
anyway 1n our everyday He?

For a diseipline such as, say,

muclear physies that deals with matiers

urnknoewn o mest people and forwhich
no word extsis 1n common speech, 10
seems obwviois that a discipline must
develop a terminology. However.
lerminology 1s possibly even more
mporiant for socielogy. lusl because
Is subject matter 1s [amillar and Jusl
because words do exist (o denole 1L We
are s well acquainled with Lhe soctal
Imstitutions that surround us thal we
cannol see them clearly and precisely
[Berger 1976:25).

For example we may feel that sinee
we live in families we know all about
[amilles. This would be conflating or
cquating soclological knowledge
with common sense knowledge or
naluralistic explanation. whtch we have
discussed i Chapter 1.

We also found 1n the previous
chapler how sociology as a discipline
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hias a Mography or Tistory. We saw how
certaln malerial and intellectual
developments shaped the sociological
perspective as well as s concerns.
Likewise soctological concepts too have
a story 10 tell. Many of the concepls
reflect the concern of soclal thinkers (o
understand and map the soctal
changes that lhe shift from pre-motern
to modern entalled. For instance
sociologists ohserved that stmple, small
scafe and traditional socletles were
more marked by close, often face-to-
face imteraction. And modemn, large
scale sotlelles by formal Interaciion.
They therefore distinguished primary
from secondary groups. community
from soclely or assoclation. Other
concepts lke strattfication reflect the

concern that ﬁﬂrluiuglﬁtﬁ had in:
understanding the structured

Inefqualities between groups I soclely.

Concepls anse in soctety, However
just as (here are different kinds of
mdividuals and groups in soclely so
there are different kineds of eoncepts and
tdeas. And soctology Itscll ts marked by
different ways of understanding soctety
and looking al dramatie soctal changes
that the modemn pertod broughit about.

Wi have seen how even in the early
stage of sociology's emergence there
were contraty and conlesting
understandings of society. [ lor
Karl Marx class and conflict were key
cancepts to understand soclely, soclal
solidanity and collective consclence
were key (erms for Emile Durkhetm. In
the Post-World War 1l penod soclology
was greatly influenced by the structural
funcltionalists who found soeclety

essenttally harmonions, They found 1t
useful lo compare soclely Lo an
erganism where differenl paris have a
lfonetion to play for the maintenance of
the whole, Others, in pariicular the
coniliel theornsts nfluenced by Marstsm
saw soclety as essenlially conflict
rdden.

- Within soctology some tried Lo
understand human behaviour by
stariing with the dividual, Le. micro
mmteraction, Others began with macro
struciures such as class, casle, markel,
state or even community. Concepts
such as status and vole begtn with the
mdtvidual. Concepls such as soclal
control or strattfication begin from a
targrl' context within which individuals
are already placed.

The imporiant point 1s that these
classtficallons and tvpes thal we
disenss tn soctology help us as the tools
through whitch we can understand
reality. They are kevs to open locks Lo
understand soclety. They are entry

wints tn our undersianding, not the

nal answer. Bul what 1 the key
hecomes Tusied or bent or does not fit
ihe Iock. or fits tn with effort? In such
situations we need (o change or modily
the key. In sooiology we both use and
ilso constantly intermogale or question
Lhe concepts and categories.

Very often there 1s constderable
uncase aboul the coexislence of
different kinds of definttions or concepls
or even just different views aboul the
same sotal entity. Forexample conflict
theory versus the functionallst theory.
This mulitplicity of approaches Is
particularly acute In soctology. And 1L
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cannol bul be otherwise for soclely
tsell 1s diverse,

Activity 1

Choose any one of the following

topics for cluss disussing

* democracy 1§ 4 help or Hind-
Funite 1o deveélopment

¢« gender equalily mokes for o
mare harmorious or more
divisive sociedy

. pnnuhmmln or grealer dis

cussion nre the best way (o

pealvr comiflicis

Think of other Laples.

What kind of differences cmergied?
Do they refleel difforent visions of
bl i o sociity oughl bo dse e
Do they reflect different notions of
the haman being®

" -

In our discussion on the varous
letmis your will notice how there exisis
diverpence of views. And how this very
debate and discussion of differences
helps us understand soctely,
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Social GROUPS AND SoQETY

Sociology 1s the study of hirman social
life. A defining feature of human lie 1s
that humans inleract, communicale
and construcl social collecLivities, The
comparative and historical perspective
of sociology brings home two appa-
Tently innocuous facts. The finst that in
every soctety whether ancient or fendal
or modern. Astan or European or
African human groups and collectivilies
cxist. The second thal the lvpes of
groups and collectivities are dilferent In
different soclells,

Any gatheting of people does nol
necessarly constitule a social group.
Apgregales are stmply colleclions of
people who are In the same place al the
same (ime. butl share no definite
connectlon with one another.
Passengers walling al a rallway stalion
or airporl or bus stop or a cinema
audienoe are examples ol aggregates.
Such aggregales are oflen ermed as

quias] groaps.
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A quasl group 1s an aggregale or
combination, which lacks structire ar
organtsation, and whose members
may be unaware, or less aware, of the
existence of moupings. Soctal classes,
stalus groups. age and gender groups.
crowids can be seen as examples of
guas! groups. As these examples
suggest guast groups may well
become soctal groups In Ume and in
spectfic circumslances. For example,
individuals belonging (o a particnlar
social class or casle or communily may
not be argantsed as a collective body.
They may be vel to be nfused with a
sense of “we™ feeling. But class and
casle have over a period of Ume given
rist to politleal parties. Likewlse
people of different communities In
India have over the long antt-colom)
struggle developed an tdenlity as a
collectivity and group — a natton with
a shared past and a common fulure.
The women's movement brought about
the tdea of women's groups and
organtsalion. All these examples draw

attention to how soctal groups emerge,
change and gel modilied.

A soctal group can be said 1o have
il least the [ollowing chamctenisiies :

(1) persistent interaclion (o provide
continuy; '

() a stable pattern of these 1nler-

ar{ions;

a senst of belonging to deniily

with other members, Le each

individual s consclous of the

group Hsell and its own set of

riles. ritnals and symbols:

fv] shared mterest:

vl acceptance of common norms and
values: and

] adelnable simcture.

Sontal siructure here refers Lo
patleris of fegular and repelitive
Interaction belween Individuals or
groups. A soclal group thus refers tba
colleciion of continuously interacting
persons who share common inlerest.
culture, values and normms witliln a
given society.

(1)

Nl
L

=

Caste  An auil - castc movemen
Class A clissy based movement
Women A womctl's movemcnt
Tribe A tribal vl

s socioloifically nndorsiood.

o N
- Activity 2
Finud oul o sarme uuyunsmmnmlg*cmm heading.

Vitlagers _.H!t ﬁm'immmnb FOVEmEIL

Disews whether they were all social grougs
Hien at whiol poinl cin ene aggily e lerm ‘social grotp” lﬂﬂmﬂ.uﬂhﬁmﬂmuﬂ

Am;nt::hwmdpulﬂ:km:mt_}'

A class basesd political, party

A wormen's orgarisation
&Mht-.f‘!tﬂ:um:l'jf, :
Anun#nmmhﬂmﬁmhmkm
to star] with el i some were nol.

zne 2
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Bsonsn the fge group of trenagers. ln I3 quas group ar sociil gmup? Were
mmuwmwmnwﬁmmu&mwh
irmdiional sovioties how. was ummwlzyuf:hikh'&nkuumluﬂhﬂmimhuﬂﬁ:
timrs do murketing stmtegies und advertisement hove
tir do with the : or weakrning of this group/quast group? Identify
an advertisement uutl.u:m:u teenngers or pre-teens. Read the secllon an
stralification and discuss how leetiage may meany very different e experiences
fior (hhie potr s Hcki, wwwmmmmmm&m

privileged coste.

TYPES OF GROUPS

As you read through this secion on
groups you will find that different
sociolojsts and soctal anthropologlsts
have categorised groups inlo different
lypes. Whal you will be siruck with
however1s that (here 1s a patlem tn the
typelogy. In most cases they contrast
the manner in which people form
groups tn tradittonal and small seale
socielies o thal of modern and large
scale socletles, As menbloned earlter,
they were struck by the difference
between close, intimate, face-lo-face
tnteraction in tradittonal soctelies and
tmpersonal, detached, distant
inleraction In modern socleties.

However a complete contrast is
probably not an accurate descriplion
of reality.

Primary and Secondary

The groups (o which we belong are not
all of equal mportance to s, Some
groups Lend Lo influence many aspects
of our lives and bring us into personal
assoclation with olhers, The lerm
primary group 1s used to refer o a
smiall group of people connected by
mitmale and face-to-face assoclation
and ¢e-operation. The members of
primary groups have a sense of

belonging. Famuly, village and groups

zne 2
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of frends are examples of primary
grolips.

Secondary groups are relatively
large in size, maintam formal and
mmpersonal relatiomships, The primary
groups are person-orented. whereas
the secondary. groups are goal orlented.
Schools, government offices, hospitals,
stixdenis’ assoclations elc. are examples
of secondary groups:

Community and Soclety
ot Assoclation

The tilea of compartng andd conirasiing
the old tradittonal and agrarian way of
tfe with the new modern and urban ane
in terms of their different and
contrasting soctal relationships and
lfestyles. dales back Lo the writings of
classical soclologlsts.

The term “communily’ refers lo
human relationships thal are ighly
persanal. mumate and endoring, those
where a person’s ipvolvement Is
conslderable If nol lotal, as In (e
family, with real inends ora close-katl
SrO.

'Society” or ‘assoctalton” refers (o
everyihitng apposiie of ‘community’, in
particular the apparently impersonal.
superficial and transitory relalionships
of modern urban e, Commerce and
industiy requint a more calculaling,
ratlonal and sell-interesiing approach
Lo one's dealings with othiers. We make
cantracts or agreements rather than
geling to know ane another. Yon may
draw a parallel between the conuntntty
with the primary group and the
assoctilon with the secondary group.

Colleet ¢ copy ol a1 mmnmhnn uf
amy association that voni know of or
can find oui about for example o
Residonts Welfare Assaciation, o
women's association  (Modiida
Seirmitg), 0 Sports Club. You will fnd
obijeriives, mnmhml:lp and olher
rules that govern o ﬂum‘qﬂ"‘mh
witly it barge famtly gtheriug,

Ymmrmﬁuﬂ;tw:m
mmmmmmgﬂum:nf
mfnmmlmmnthmh;mma
closes and Yjust ke family snd
friends.” THES brivigy hoie the point
thist concepts are not fixed and
frozeiy entitles, They aro indeed

hatys € Tnuhﬁ:rundumndﬁum
l,ﬁxﬁmlhm‘m@

In-Groups and Out-Groups

A sense of belonging marks an in-
group. This feeling separates us’ or 'we'
from ‘them’ or 'they’. Children
belonging (o & particutar sehool may
form an m-group’ as against those who
du mot belong (o the school. Can you
think of other such groups?

An oul-group on the other hand 1s
ane o wiilch the members of a0 n-
group do not belong. The members of
An out-gronp can face hostle reactions
from the members of the in-group.
Migrants are often constdered 4s an
out-group. However. even here the

zne 2
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actual definilion of whio belongs and
who does nol. changes with (Ime and
sorial contexis,

The well known soclolaglst
M.N. Srinivas observed while he was
carTying oul a census in Rampura in
1948 how distinetons were made
between recent and laler migrants.
He wriles:

| heard villiygers use two expressdons
whibedy [ evarme Lo ersalbes we'ry sigealfiennt:
e recimtl Immigrants wore dlmosl
contempluously deseribed as nenme

momne bandarartuy ['came yesderdmy or
the day befare] while old tmnlgrants
woere descrilied as  arsheyinda
tandarary (‘come lonp ago’) or
khadeemn fadagoin (old lineages’,
(Srimivas  1996:39),

Ae 'h;
Fitwel o1t about ﬂlr P

tmmlgr:mh o othes :nnutﬂru, rJr
gy bu;mu: mmmﬂ

'I'Wﬂ'lﬂﬁudttmirdn

it oul-groun bchun'l,l::'lmﬁmup
membiers. Can you fid ol about
stech’ pricisses n; hﬂﬂy?

Reference Group

For any group of people there are
always other groups whom they look
up to and aspire to be like. The
groups whose lfestyles are emulated
are known as reference groups. We do
not belong (o our reference groups

INTIREHNILICIRG  SOCIDLo0NY

but we do tdenttly ourselves with
that group. Relerence groups are
tmportant sources of miormation
about enlture, Mlestyle, aspiratlon
and goal allalnmenls.

In the colontal pertod many mididle
class Indians aspired to behave lke
proper Englishman. In that sense they
conld be seen as a reference group for
the aspiring section. Bul this process
was gendered, Le. 11 had different
mmpitcations for men and women., Often
Indian men wanted (o dress and dine
fke the British men but wanted the
Indian women o remain ‘Indian’ in
thetr ways. Oraspire (o he a bit ltke the
proper English woman bul also not
e ke hier: Do you still find Uis valtd
loday?

Peer Groups

This |5 a kind of primary group,
usnally formmed between Individuals
whi are elther of stmilar age or who are
in a commaon professtonal group, Peer
pressure refers Lo the somal pressure
exeried by one’s peers on what one
aught to do or not.

H:llﬂty 6

:q;r mmp Inlium::u y-m‘? ﬁn-jun
coneemed with their approval ar

disnpproval sbon the way you
vy, bohave. the kKind) ol milsie
you Hke to Bsten 1o or the kind of
Mms you prefes? D you consldes
I te b goctal pressund? Discnss.
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SOCIAL STRATIFICATION

Social stratification refers to the
existence of stmciured inequalities
hetween groups in soctety. 1o terms of
thefr access (o materii! or symbolle
rewards. Thus strattficaticm can mosl
simply be deflined as structursd
tnequalities bhetween different
groupings of peaple. Often soclal
strattficatien 1s compared (o the
geological lavering of mock tn the ¢arth's
surface. Society can be seen as
comsisting of ‘sirata’ ma hierarchy, with
the more favoured at the top and the
le=ss privileged near the hottom.
Inequality of power and advantage
is central for soctolegy, becanse of the
cructal place of stratification in the
organisation of soclety. Every aspect of.
the life of every individoal and
household s affected by siratification,
Opportunities for health, longevily.
security, educational success, fulllimend
in work ami polilical influence are all
vmerually distributed tn systematic ways.
Histarically four baste systems of
stmatificatton have extsted (o human
soclelies: slavery, caste, estate and
class. Slavery is an extreme form of
inequality tn which seme Individusls
are Iterally owned by others. it has
existed spormtically at many tmes and
places, but there are two major
examples ol a system ol slavery; ancient
Greece and Home and the Southern
States of the USA in the 18th and 19th
centuries. As a formal insiitution.
slavery has gradnally been eradicated.
But we do continue o have bonded
labour, often even of children. Estates
chamctensed feudal Europe. We do nol

enter into detalls about esiales here but
very brielly touch upon caste and class
as sysiems of soctal stratfication. We
shall be dealing in greater detail with
class, casie, pender as bases of social
stratification 1 the book. Under-
standing Sociely .

Caste

In a caste straulicalion sysiem an
indtvidual’s position lolally depends on
the status attributes ascribed by birth
ralher than on any which are achieved
during the course of one's Iife. This Is
not o say that in a class sociely there
s mo systemalic constrainl on
achtevement Imposecd by slatus
alirtbutes such as mace and gender.
However, status alinbules ascnibed by

birth 1 a caste soclely deline an

mdividual's positon more complelely
than they do In class soctety.
A tradivonal Indls dillerent castes

lormesd & hlerarchy of soctal precedence.

'Each position In the caste structure wis

defined i lerms of s purily or
pollution relalive to others. The
underivine beltef was thal those who
are mosl pure, the Brahmin priesiy
casles, are superfor (o &l others s
the Panchamas, sometimes called the
‘outcastes’ are inferior (o all other
castes, The traditional system is
: conceptualised in levms of the
four fold vama of Brahmins, Kshatrijas.
Vatshyps and Shirdras, [nreality there are
mnumerble occupation-based caste
iroups, called jatts.
The caste sysiem In India has
wnderzone comstderable chanoes over

the years. Endogamy and ritual



avolidance of contact with members of
su-calied lower castes were constdersd
critical for mamtaiming purity by the so-
called ypper castes. Changes brought
tn by urbanisation inevitahly
challenged (his. Read well known
sociologist AR, Desal's ohservalions
below.,

Other social consequences of
urbarisation in India are commmented
upon by sociologlst A R. Desal as:

Modiern indusiries brooght Inlo
being modern cilles Hotey

combed will dsmopalilan holels,
restiurants.  theatres, Lrams,
buses millwnys The modesd holels
and restaurunts cutered for the
workers and midedle clagses hecame
crowded In citles with persons
belonging to all castes and even
vrevds. I tmains amd boses sne
oecastmnlly mbbed shoulders with
memnliers ol Lthe depessed class.,
should not, howover be supposed
that caste had vanished {Desal
1897T:248),

While change did take place,
discrimination was nol s easy (o do
away with, as a firsl persan narrative
SUgEesis.

In the mill there may be no open
discrimination of the kind that exists
tn the viilages, but expertence of prtvate
Interactions tells another story. Parmar

Thiey will nol even drink water. Imim
our fmnds wmd ey sometimes use
abusive longunge when dealing
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with s, This & because they feel
amad beliive Lhey are supaerior. 1L hns
been lilee thot for years. No malior
how well wre dress they are not
prepared to aecept oeriain things
(Franeo el al. 2004: 150).

Even today acule caste
discrimsnation extsts. Al the same me
the working of democracy has affected
the casle system. Casles as interesl
groups have guned strengthu We have
thetr democratic rights tnosoetety.

Class

There have been many allempts (o
explain class, We mention here, very
briefly just the central tdeas of Marx.
Weber and that of, functionalism. In
the Marxtst theory social classes are
defined by what retatton they have (o
the menns of production. Questions
could be asked as 1o whether groups
are owniers of means of production such
as land or factories? Or whether they
are owners of nothing hut thetr own
labour? Weber used the term life-
chances, which refers to the rewards
and advantaces afforded by market
capacity. Inequaltty, Weber arpued
might be based on economic relations,
But it could also be based on prestige
or an political power.

The functionalist theory of soctal
stratificationr begins from the general
presuppesition or beliel of fonction-
alism thal no sociely Is “classiess” or
unstraiified. The main funciional
necessily explains the universal
presence of social stratification in



TIERMS, CONCEPTS AND THEIR TISE N SOUTOLOGY 33

requirements [aced by a soclety
of placing and motivating individuals
in the soctal structure. Social
nequaltty or strattfication = thus an
unconsciously evolved device by which
societies ensure that the mosi
important postdons are deliberately

filled by the most qualified persons. 1s

(his bae?

It a raditonal caste system soclal
hierarchy ts xed, fgd and lrnsmitied
across generatlons, Modern class
syslem In contrast Is open and
achievemenl-based. In democralic
socleties there s nothing o legally stop
a person [rom the most deprived class
and caste from reaching the highest
pasiLim.

Find oul mare mnl ﬂnqm‘&ﬁ
the late President K- R Nomynoon.

Discuss the cancept of asoription
nnd delieved stalus. etste and

cliss b this cotlexl. < \/

- ey el

Such stories of achievement do
extst and are sources of tmmense
insptratton. Yet for the most part the
structure of the class system persisis.
Soctolegical studies of social mobilily,
even In weslern socleliés are [ar
removed Fom e 1deal model ol perfect
mobiflity. Soctology has (o be senslitve
lo both (he challenges Lo the casle
sysiem as well as (he persisience of
discrimination, Stenificantly (hose, al

the lower levels of the system. are not
Just disadvantaeed soctally bul also
evonumically,

Status and Role

The two concepts "status’ and “role’ are
aften seen as twin concepis, Asiatus s
simply & posttton In soclety or In a
group, Every soclety and every group
has many such positions and every
individual occuples many such
pasitions.

Status thos refers o Lhe soctal
positoriwith defined rights and dulies
asstgned 1o these positions. To
Hustrale. mother ocouples a stalus,

-which hias many norms of conduct as

well as cerlain responsibilities and
Jprerogatives.

A role 1s the dynamic or the
hehavioural aspect of status, Siatus ts
occupted, but roles are played. We may
say thal a status is an instimionalised
role. It 1s a role that has beeome
regitansed. standardised and fonma-
ltsed in the soctety at large or in any of
the specific assoclations of sociely.

It must be apparent that each
Individual in a maodern complex soctely
such as ours occuples many different
kinds of status duaring the course ol
Ins/Her e, Yo as a school student
may be a student (o your leacher, a
CUsSioImeEr Lo Your grocer, a passenger
to the bus drver, a brother or sister lo
your sibling and a patlent o the doctor,
Needless to sav, we conld keep adiding
1o the Ust. The smaller and stmpler the
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sociely, the fewer the kinds of status
that an individual can have.

In a modern sottely an individual
as we saw occuples muliiple stalus
which is sociologically termed as statis
sel. Indtvidhuals acquire different status
al vartous slages of life. A son becomes
4 [ather. a grandfather, and Lhen greal
grandfather and so on. This 15 called
stalus sequence for 1L refers Lo the
status, which is attatned tn succession
ar sequence al varous siages of tfe.

An ascribed status s a sorlal
posidon, which a person occupies
because of birth, or assumes
tmvedunlarily. The mosl commeaon hases
for ascribed status are age, casie, race
and kinship, Simple and tradilional
socielles are marked by ascribed staius,
An achieved status on the olher hand
refers Lo a soclal position that a person
occuples voluntarily hy personal
abillty, achievements, viitues and

choles, The most corimon biases [or

achleved slatus are educallonal
qualifications, noame, and professlonal
experltise. Modern soctelles are
characlerised by aclievemenls. Iis
members are accorded prestige on e
basts of thelr acluevements, How ollen
vou would have heard the plirase “you
have Lo prove voursell™. o tradivtlonal
socielles your status was deflned and
aseribed al birth. However, as
discussed above, even In modern
aclievement-based socleties, ascribed
sinlus matlers.

Slatus and prestlge are
Inlerconnectied lerms. Every slalus s
accorded certaln rights and values.
Values are atlached Lo the social
postiton. rather than Lo the person who
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oceuples 1L or Lo hils/her performance
or to his/her actlons, The kind of
value attached to the siatus or to the
office 1s called prestige. People can
rank slatus in terms of thetr high or
low prestige. The prestige of a doclor
may be high in comparison lo a
shopkeeper. even Il the doctor may
eam less. [t ts tmporiant o keep In
mind that |deas of what ocoupallon 1s
constdered presUsous vares across
societles and acToss perlods,

y Activity 8

Sprestigions i your socieky?
Lampnre these with your frimds:

| Discuss the simllnrities snd

People perform their roles according
to social expectations. Le. role taking
and role plaving. A child leamns (o
behave tn accordance with how her
behaviour will be seen and judged by
others.

Rotle conflic is the incompatibitity
among roles corresponding (o one or
more status. It occurs when contrary
expectations anse from lwo or more
roles. A common example is that of the

Activity 8
Find oot how a domestic worker o

o construction, lnbowrer: fages role
conitc)

zne 2
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middle class working woman who has
to juggle her mole as mother and wife
at home and that of a professional at
work,

it 18 a common place assumption
that men do naol [mee mole confitel.
Saciolagy being both an empirical and
comparative discipline sugiesis
otherwise,

Khasl mairiliny generates mlense
mle confllict for men. They ure Lom
betweon (heir responsibilitics (o
their nofal bouse on the one hamd
aml o thoir wife amd elilhiren on
the ather They feel deprived of
sufficient authority to command
thedr chilidren’s loyally wnd lack the
froodimm L0 pass on after death, even
their seif-acquired properiy o their
children.

The stratn alfects Khasi women, in
By morye fnlemscly. A wesmig e
never be fully nssured (hnl Her
hustgimd: does ool find his sister's
house more congenial place than
her own house (Nonghn 2003:190).

Role sleteotypling s a process of
remforcing some specific role [or some
member of the soctely. For example
mien and women are sfien socalised i
siereolypleal roles, as breadwinmer and
homemaker respectively. Soclal roles
and stalus are ofien wrongly seen as
fixed and unchanging. It 1s el that
mdividuals learn the expectations that
surround soctal positions in Ltheir
particular culture and perform these
moles largely as they have been defined.
Through soclallsation. individuals
mnternalise soctal roles and learn how
to cary them oul. This view, however,

ts mistaken. It suggests Hatl
mdividuals stmply lake on roles, mther
than ereating or negotiating them. In
lact, soctallsation 1s a provess tnwhich
liumans can exercise agency; they are
nol simply passive subjects walling Lo
he instructed or programmed.
Individuals come to understand and
assume soclal roles through an ongping
process of soctal Interaction. This
discusston perhaps will make you
reflect upon the latlonship between
the mdividual and soctety, whieh we
had studied m Chapler 1.

Roles and status gre nol given and
fixed. People make efforts to fight
apatnst discriminalion roles and slatus

Jorexample those based on caste, race

or gender. Al the same tme there are
sections In sociely who oppese such
chang=. Likewise individual violalion
of rales are often puntshed. Sectely thus
fnetions nst Just with roles and slatus

bt also with sectal control.

Activity 10

Gollert nowapapor teports where
daminant sectinns of sodicly serk o
impose control nf ponish those
whom they consider Lo have
ransgressed or violated soctully
preseribid] mles,

SOCIETY AND SociAl CONTROL

Soctal control is one ol the most
generally nsed concepis In soctology.
it refers Lo Lthe vanons means uged by
a soclety to bring ils recaleltrant or
unmmly members back tnto line.



You will recall how seciology has
different perspectives and debales
aboul the meaning ol concepis. You
will also recall how funclionalist
soclologists understood soclety as
essentially harmonious and conflict
theorists saw soclely as essenblally
unegoal, umjust and explottative. We
also saw how some sociologists
focussed more on the mdtvidual and
soctely, others on colleciiviltes (ke
classes, races and castes.

For a functionalist perspective soctal
control refers to: (1) the use of foree (o
regulate the behaviour of the mdividual
and groups and zlso refers to the
(1) enforcing of values and pallerns for
maimtaining order tn society. Soctal
control here s directed to restrain
deviant behaviour of mdividuats or

INTIREHNILICIRG  SOCIDLo0NY

groups on the one hand, and o6 the
other, o mitigate tensions and conflicls
among Individuals and groups Lo
malntain soclal order and social
cohesion. In this way soctal control 1s
Sl A5 nevessary (o stabilily in soctety.

Canflicl theortsts usually would see
social control more as a mechanism Lo
tmpose the social control of dominant
social classes on (He rest of soclety.
Stabiltty would be seen as Lhe wril of
ane seetion over Lhe other. Likewtse, law
would be seen as Lhe formal writ of the
powerful and their tnterests on soctety.

Soctal control refers o the soctal
process, technigues and stmategles by
which behaviours of 'individual or a
aroup are regulited. [t refers both Lo
the use of farce (o regulale the

behaviourof the mdividual and groups

']"hnull.tm:!nm‘ltl no doubt luen!&dnuﬂmﬁfmmumunlu

ph?ﬂml
vinlonee.., cven in mupﬁw@mmdmm:mm
altinuite anpomet s violenee. No stone com exist withoat o polios foroe o its

oquivalent in: urmed amight... In any funetioning socioty vinlenee is used
mmnmmnmmm.mmammmthmMmm
mufficings for the day, ooy of soctl control . Where Inmman beings e
or work in comnpant. groips. mmwnmmlmﬂytuMInﬂim'hhh

nwmmmhwﬂwmtmmmmmmﬂmm
gmngsl. very potent and sirmiltancously very subtic mechanisms of control are
corstantly brought 1o bear upon the actual or potent deviant... One aspoct of
mmmimmhhﬂmhmmmaummmm
ﬁmﬁuknﬁdmnﬁ:hﬁhu&:hw:mmmﬂhhmlmhhm
gmng by having o hig brother who, fnmlbn,mnbnnﬂhdnpmlnhuf-mmw
ﬂppmmﬂ.::lu!heidmmufm:huhﬁhm Hemwenr 1L s possible to tnvend
e, 1 will Lhvea be i quuestion of Uhe publicrelitians trlents of the Ik boy @ ta
%mmwmmmwmwwnmﬂ emityal (Bener

Huve your ever seent of hesrd a young child threen another with = 1 will tell
my elder beother.”
Canv o itk o olier samples?
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and also refers o the enforcing of values
and paltems for matntaining order In
sociely.

Soctal control may be tnformal or
formal. When the codified, systematic.
anil other formal mechanism of control
ts used, 1L 1s known as formal social
control. There are agencles and
mechantsm of formal sovtal control, for
example, law and the state. Inz modem
spclely formal mechanisms and
agencles of soctal control are
cmphasised.

In every suctety there 1s another type
ol soclal control thal 1s known as
informal soctl control. It 1s personal.
unolficlal and uncodified. Thiey melude
smiles, making faves, body langnage,
frowns. crittctsm, fddicule, laughler ele.
There can be great varialions in thelr
use within the same sectely. In day-
to-day Wle they are quile effective,

However, In some cases Mmicmal
methods of social control may pel he
adequate in enforeing conformity or
obedience. There are varous agencies
of tnformal social control e.g family,
relgion, kinship, ele. Have you heard
about honour killing? Read Lhe

Activity 11

Can you tiink of exmnplos drawn
Motk your We how (s “noifieer
m:lnlmﬂrdqmntﬂ?ﬂnhyuu in
chiss or (h your peer group nivthend
How & ::hllﬂ whi behnves 4 bit
differently from the rest s ronted'!
‘Have yon witsessed (mmsdents where
children sre baflied by theie pesr
group to be mure llke lhﬂ olhier
chilldren?

newspaper repart which ts given below
and denufy the different agenctes of

soclal control fnvalved.

A sancton Is a mode of rewarnd or
puntshment that reinforces soctally
expecied forms of behaviour, Soclal
contral can be posiiive or negallve.
Members of soclelles can be rewarded
for good and expected behaviour. On
the other hand. negative sanctions are
also used to enforce rules and lo
restratn devianee.

Desvtance refers (o modes of action,
which do nil conform to the norms or

gail on Monday,

they swd.

- Tho eldir trottier of n 18 year-oid el hore cardied oul an apparen), hoonur
hiftirgs by ollegedly bohieosting her while she was astoep at n hosgaml <. police

Thn#ﬂ;.q.wﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhlﬂﬂih#ﬂml!hﬂum . Hospital for sialy wounids after her
biothier... attacked hier on Decombier 16 for martying autside (le e, Ly
salil. She and her lover eloped on December 10 and setumied o their houses
mwmmwlﬂmmmmmrhmqmw ber purents,

The Panchayeal aiso incd in pressunise the conply bird they tefased o be swayed:

ol B
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values held by most of the members of
a group or soctely. Whal is regarded as
‘deviant’ s as widely vartable as the
norms and values that distinguish
different cullures and subouliures.
Likewise tdeas of devignce are
challenged and change from one period
to another. For example, & woman
chioosing (o become an astronaul may

INTIREHNILICIRG  SOCIDLo0NY

b eonstidered deviant al one tme, and
b applauded at another tme even In
the same soctety. You are already
familiar with how soctology 1s different
from common sense. The spectfic
terms and concepts discussed in this
chapter will help you further (o move
towards a soclologiosl understanding
ol sociely.

GLOSSARY

Confilet Theories : A socioloflcal perspieetive el [oouses on (he (edsions,
divisions and competing interesis preseni m human socichies. Conflict
thearists beliowe that the scarvity and value of resources in seciety produces
confiiel as gronps strugple (o galn aoeess Lo and control thobe resoutrces.
Muny conflict theorisis have been sieandly inlluenved by the writings of

Mo

F,‘I.I:Eltl‘.l-nnlll.l.'l:lll:u’l theoreticgd perspegtive based on the motion thal social
evinits can best be exploined o terms of the fiinction thoy poriorm — that s
the eontribution they make (o e coatinuity of & soclety, And onoa view of
sociely ns a complex system 'whese varions purie work in relatonship lo
cach olbier in g way (il necdis (o e imdorstood.

Identity : The distinciive chamcieristic of n person’s charmacier or the
chamcter of n gronp which relate t0 whe they are and what s meaningful to
them. Some of the maln sourves of denlity inelude gender, natlonality or
eihnicily, sbeiul closs,

Means of Production : The means whersby LHe production of malerial goods
is carfed on in & socicly, including ool jusf {echnology but the socml
relations belween pmoducers,

Microsociology and Macrosoclology : The study of everyiday bebaviour In
situntions of faee-lo Fee interaclion is usually called microsociology. In

‘micrusaciolofy, annlysis occurs ol e level of individaals or small groaps. 1t
differs from macrosociology,. which concerns iisell with large seale socinl

systems, ke the politicnl system or the eoonomic order, Though they appear
to bee distinet, U:H.'}* are oloscly eonnecied.

Kotal : Il relates to e ploce of tme of 'dive’s birils

Norms : Ruies of hehmviour which reflect or embody o multore’s values, cither
prescribing popiven type of behaviour, or forbidding 1. Norms are. always
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bm'h'd by sanctions of one kind or another, vaaying from informa) disapproval
e plavsical punishment or execution

Sanctions : A mode of reward of purdshment thit reinforee sociily expecled
[orms of bélimvionr.

ExErcises
1. Why do wn need (0 use specinl terms and concepts i sociology?

As w member of society you musi be inlemeting with and in different
groups, How do you sec these groups from a sociodogival perspective?

A Wheit luwe you obscervdd uboul the stralllicalion sysiem exisfing i your
sociely? How are individual lives affected by sirniifleilion?

4. What is spcial eontool? Do yon think the modes of socinl contiol in rﬂ.fﬁ'nq:il
spher= of society we difforent? - Disenss.

ldentify the different mles and statirs ol you ploy and are located in
D you think roles and stotus change? Discuss whenl and how they
change.
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